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TAHSN Statement on Sustainable Procurement

Climate change is a critical threat to health and the healthcare sector.

e Human health and well-being are interdependent with the climate, ecosystem
health, and biodiversity, all of which are at risk due to unsustainable resource use
and pollution(1).

e Healthcare is a significant and growing contributor to climate change and is also
facing critical climate shocks and stresses(2). Few other sectors have such an
opportunity to both mobilize change and benefit from proactive action.

e Supply chains account for the majority of healthcare’s greenhouse gas emissions,
and procurement is a significant lever for change(3).

Leadership to address climate change through healthcare is growing.

e More than 60 countries, including Canada, have joined the COP26 Health
Programme, committing to build climate-resilient, low carbon, and sustainable
health systems, including supply chains(4).

e NHS England was the first health system to commit to net zero emissions and has
developed a roadmap for suppliers to reach net zero by 2045(5,6). At COP27, the US
Department of Health & Human Services committed to align with NHS England(7).

e Healthcare procurement partners are increasingly integrating sustainability
considerations into their organizational strategies and evaluation criteria.

TAHSN is committed to collaborative action and leadership on sustainability.

e Since 2020, the Toronto Academic Health Science Network (TAHSN) has been working
together on sustainability leadership, research, education, and practice change,
coordinated through the Sustainable Health System Community of Practice.

e |In TAHSN's first Strategy Framework, An Equitable and Sustainable Future is one of four
strategic priorities, including climate mitigation and adaptation(8).

Addressing the environmental impact of what we buy as healthcare organizations
is a strategic imperative and a significant opportunity for positive impact.
We intend to work together to demonstrate leadership.

As TAHSN organizations, we commit to:
e |ntegrate sustainable procurement into our organizational strategies and policies
e FElevate sustainability considerations in procurement
e Engage suppliers and procurement partners in improving the evaluation of sustainability
in purchasing decisions

Sustainable Health System Community of Practice. (2023) TAHSN Statement on Sustainable Procurement.
Centre for Sustainable Health Systems. July 7; www.sustainablehealthsystems.ca/sustainable-procurement



SUSTAINF

ABLE HEALTH SYSTEM
COMMUNITY of PRACTICE
=\

References

1.IPCC, 2022: Summary for Policymakers [H.-O. Pértner, D.C. Roberts, E.S.
Poloczanska, K. Mintenbeck, M. Tignor, A. Alegria, M. Craig, S. Langsdorf, S.
Léschke, V. Maller, A. Okem (eds.)]. In: Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation,
and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group Il to the Sixth Assessment Report
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [H.-O. Pértner, D.C. Roberts, M.
Tignor, E.S. Poloczanska, K. Mintenbeck, A. Alegria, M. Craig, S. Langsdorf, S.
Léschke, V. Maller, A. Okem, B. Raoma (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, UK and New York, NY, USA, pp. 3-33, doi:10.1017/9781009325844.001.

2.Romanello, M., Di Napoli, C., Drummond, P., Green, C., Kennard, H., Lampard, P.,
Scamman, D., Arnell, N., Ayeb-Karlsson, S., Ford, L. B., Belesova, K., Bowen, K., Cai,
W., Callaghan, M., Campbell-Lendrum, D., Chambers, J., Van Daalen, K. R., Dalin,
C., Dasandi, N., ... Costello, A. J. (2022). The 2022 report of the Lancet Countdown
on health and climate change: health at the mercy of fossil fuels. The Lancet,
400(10363), 1619-1654. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(22)01540-9

3.Tennison, I., Roschnik, S., Ashby, B., Boyd, R. L., Hamilton, I., Oreszczyn, T., Owen, A,
Romanello, M., Ruyssevelt, P., Sherman, J. D., Smith, A., Steele, K., Watts, N. A., &
Eckelman, M. J. (2021). Health care’s response to climate change: a carbon
footprint assessment of the NHS in England. The Lancet Planetary Health, 5(2), e84—
e92. https://doi.org/10.1016/52542-5196(20)30271-0

4.ATACH. (n.d.). Country Commitments. https://www.who.int/initiatives/alliance-for-
transformative-action-on-climate-and-health/country-commitments

5.NHS England. (2020). Delivering a ‘Net Zero’ National Health Service.
https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/publication/delivering-a-net-zero-
national-health-service/

6.NHS. (n.d.). Greener NHS» Suppliers. https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/get-
involved/suppliers/

7.HHS. (2022, November 10). HHS Shares Health Sector Emissions Reduction and
Climate Resilience Announcements at COP27. U.S. Department of Health and
Human Service https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/11/10/hhs-shares-health-
sector-emissions-reduction-climate-resilience-announcements-at-cop27.html

8.TAHSN.(2023). TAHSN Strategy Framework. https://tahsn.ca/tahsn-strategy-
framework

TAHSN

To learn more about the Sustainable Health System Community of Practice visit: www.sustainablehealthsystems.ca



