
Environmental 

sustainability topics are 

being embedded across a 

new 3-year pharmacy 

curriculum, equipping 

future pharmacists with 

the knowledge and skills to 

reduce and respond 

to climate-related health 

challenges. 

Literature and 
Online Scan

• Reviewed existing 
planetary health 
education initiatives in 
health professions 
curricula globally.

• Identified successful 
models and key 
integration points.

Planetary Health 
Report Card 
(PHRC) 

• Pharmacy 
students completed the 
PHRC to establish a 
baseline of the 
previous curriculum.

• Identified areas for 
improvement.

Expert Review

• Input from the 
Association of 
Faculties of        
Pharmacy of Canada’s 
Planetary Health 
Special Interest Group.

• Guidance from the 
Director of the 
Collaborative Centre for 
Climate, Health and 
Sustainable Care and 
Executive Lead of 
CASCADES.
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There is growing global momentum to embed planetary health into healthcare education. The redevelopment of the Doctor of 

Pharmacy curriculum at the University of Toronto presented a unique opportunity to integrate this perspective into pharmacy training. 

We were given a 10-week period to develop enduring understandings, learning outcomes and find opportunities to embed these into 

pharmacy curriculum topics. Given the time-limitation, we approached the challenge using 3 methods:

Based on the online search, PHRC, and expert review, we created a list of opportunities where sustainability could be incorporated 

into the curriculum. Of those opportunities, the following were officially selected to be in the first-year curriculum of the new 3-

year program commencing August 2025:

Ivy Lam & Karen Cameron

Planning is underway to continue to incorporate this theme into the second and third year of the curriculum. The Planetary Health 

Report Card will be repeated with the new cohort of students in order to compare with baseline results and continue to identify areas 

for improvement.​
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