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Background

Planetary health (PH) is a concept that acknowledges the intersection of
environmental health and human health. This includes identifying
systemic contributors to the climate crisis and environmental
determinants of health. It is essential that the health sector and thus
learners, take on an active role in spreading PH awareness and enacting
change within their institutions’.

The Planetary Health Report Card (PHRC) is a metric-based tool utilized by

health professional students internationally to evaluate their
school/institution against other schools on specific areas of PH using
research-based recommendations. This report card is completed annually
by student-led and faculty-mentored teams?.

Methods

The PHRC organization began enrollment and orientation in the Fall
semester of 2024. The PHRC includes five categories (Fig. 3). Each question
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Objectives

Explore the impact of the PHRC on UofT
Nursing from 2023 to 2024.

Identify next steps to continue to further

planetary health efforts at UofT Nursing.
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Figure 5. Planetary Health Report Card (2023 vs. 2024). This figure
compares the letter grades received from the University of Toronto’s
Lawrence Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing’s Planetary Health Report

Card sections between 2023 and 2024.
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Discussion

Curriculum: Improved score as a result of
implemented feedback given during
faculty curriculum planning meeting with
2023 PHRC team. The PHRC is an excellent
tool for faculty student collaboration and
targeting specific areas of curricular
iImprovement.

Interdisciplinary Research & Support for
Student-Led Initiatives: Improved scores
as a result of developed and implemented
Collaborative Centre for Climate, Health &
Sustainable Care initiatives. Exemplifies
the strength and importance of
interdisciplinary collaboration in PH
efforts.

Community Outreach: Decrease in score may be due to significant changes to
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received a numerical score (ex. 0-4). Each category received a cumulative Research questions in this section of the tool. This identifies a weakness in the PHRC which
percent grade and letter grade. The cumulative score of the entire report Support for reduces annual comparability. However, in comparison to other nursing schools in the
card was used to calculate an institutional letter grade. Student-Led 2024-2025 PHRC Global Report, our Community Outreach score is the lowest,

Initiatives

suggesting an underutilized area of PH improvement at UofT nursing®.

With guidance from a Faculty Representative and two nursing student
leaders five teams of nursing students were formed for each section.

Figure 3. 2025 Planetary Health Report Card Methodology. With guidance from a Faculty Representative, two
student representatives from the 2023-2024 PHRC team recruited students through class announcements,
social media posts, and word of mouth. Two student leaders were assigned for each category with supporting
student members. We collaborated with the PHRC team for the UofT medicine program for the

Campus Sustainability: There was no change to the overall score of this section. This
may be explained by no significant changes to UofT sustainability policies or goals

This year all sections of the report card, except Curriculum, are the exact

interdisciplinary categories providing suggestions and resolving discrepancies.

between the two years. This shows that the PHRC while effective on a faculty level,
struggles to reach campus-Llevel change. More directed effort must be made to reach

same across disciplines in order to encourage collaboration between R I campus-level committees and areas of governance.
health professional programs. After completion report cards were shared esults
with the UofT medicine team to verify consistent scoring.
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The completed 2024 PHRC was compared to the previous year’'s UofT 90
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Figure 4. Planetary Health Report Card 2024 Section Scores. This figure shows the raw scores of each
section of the University of Toronto’s Lawrence Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing’s Planetary Health Report
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Card 2024. Raw scores (%) for each section were calculated with the following formula: (Points
received/Maximum Possible Points) x 100 = Section Score (%)
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